' THE MANUSCRIPTS
naturally never subscribed to this view. Inventory and index, as
exemplified in the Additional Catalogue,, are the sheet-anchor of a
library of MSS., to which the alphabetical author-catalogue of a
library of printed books is not applicable. But of the use of a com-
prehensive classed guide to the contents of all the collections no one
who has ever searched for the material of any one class could doubt,
and as the collections and their catalogues and detailed indexes
grew in number the time needed to search them grew likewise, and
the need became more urgent. A general classed index had been
desiderated by Nares in his Report of 1805. It was again suggested
by Lord Colchester, planned by Ellis and entrusted to Millard.
But Millard was, as we have seen, not a success, and the work was
dropped in 1831, two years before his disappearance from the Museum.
John Holmes handed in to the Committee of 1836 a specimen of a
classed index which he had begun j but he very rightly believed that
recataloguing was a necessary preliminary. At this time the primary
duty of cataloguing the many new additions prevented the very small
Staff from sparing time for'anything else; and perhaps the troubles
of the Department in the eighteen-forties and fifties contributed to
the delay. An invaluable "stop-gap," but of course elementary in
relation to the needs of research, was provided by the scholarly
Attendant, Richard Sims; in his Handbook to the Library of the
British Museum, 1854, he analysed the manuscript collections into
their main classes.
But when Bond became Keeper he soon set to work on what is
now one of the most valuable aids to study the Department, or indeed
the Museum, possesses. The Class Catalogue was inaugurated in
1868 by cutting up and arranging under heads the entries in the
existing catalogues and their indexes, and this has been kept up till
the present day. But that was the easiest part of the work. Increasing
knowledge, historical and palaeographical, has imposed an increase
of accuracy and also of detail on cataloguers,2? and until the old
catalogues have all been rewritten, in conformity with modern stan-
dards, as has that of the Royal, no published Class Catalogue, or
collective Summary Catalogue like Madan's of the Western MSS.
in the Bodleian, can be contemplated. Both remain ultimate aims
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